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Course Description/Objectives:  This semester-long course is paired with the World Geography course and is considered an elective for juniors and 

seniors.  It is intended to help students better understand the role of the United States in today’s world through an examination of its recent past. Although the core 

of this course’s content is historical, current events will be integrated throughout the course of study.  Open-ended discussion and examination of the world’s 

problems is an essential part of the curriculum, but those ever-changing events will be given an historical context so that the students can better understand the 

complexities of those events.  Internationally, post-World War II U.S. foreign policy was defined by its desire to contain communism, i.e. the Cold War.  The 

course will explore the Cold War’s origins through a study of such topics as the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences, the Marshall Plan, Berlin Airlift, the development 

of NATO, the nuclear arms race, problems with Cuba, the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Empire.   Domestically, the course 

will explore such issues as the advent of a youth-oriented culture, the American Indian Movement, Watergate, the Reagan Revolution, and the emergence of a new 

Democrat in Present Clinton. These events will provide an historical framework from which to examine such current issues as entitlement programs, presidential 

scandals, business interests versus environmental concerns, and the ever-shifting balance of power among Congress, the President, and the Supreme Court. 

 

 

 

 

Text:  The American Odyssey, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, Copyright 2002  

 

 

Curriculum Writing Committee:  

 

Seth Roper  Kevin Wagner 

 

 



COURSE TIMELINE 

 

 
Unit 1:  Cold War: Beginning 4 Weeks 

 End of WWII  

 Yalta and Potsdam  

 Chinese Civil War  

 Korean War  

Unit 2:  Cold War: Arms Race 3 Weeks 

 Death of Stalin  

 Bay of Pigs  

 Cuban Missile Crisis  

 Berlin Wall  

Unit 3: Vietnam 3.5 Weeks 

 Dien Bien Phu  

 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution  

 Leaders of Vietnam Era  

 Vietnam War Battles and Events  

Unit 4: Protest 3 Weeks 

 Student Movement  

 Counter-Culture  

 Woodstock and Kent State  

 American Indian Movement  

Unit 5: Nixon to Carter 2 Weeks 

 Nixon  

 Détente and SALT  

 Watergate  

 Ford to Carter  

Unit 6:  Cold War: Fall of Communism 2 Weeks 

 Gorbachev  

 Soviet Policies  

 Fall of Berlin Wall and Collapse of Communism  

 Lasting Legacy of Soviet Union  

Final and Review .5 Weeks 
 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT # 1: Cold War: Beginning             GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1B. 12    Synthesize and evaluate historical sources. 

8.3A.12 Identify and evaluate the political and cultural contributions of individuals and groups to United States History from 1890 to 
present. 

8.3B.12 Identify and evaluate primary documents, material artifacts and historic sites important in United States history from 1890 to 
present. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 C Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, 

acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

 

CC.8.5.11-12 G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

 

CC.8.6.11-12 I Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, 

noting discrepancies among sources.  

 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 E Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

 

CC.8.6.11-12 H Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

 

CC.8.6.11-12 I Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 2 weeks    

UNIT # 1: Cold War: Beginning             GRADE: 11 and 12     

UNDERSTANDINGS 

As World War II drew to a close the world powers began to jockey for position in a time when allies were now enemies, and out past enemies now 

needed saving.  As the United States and the Soviet Union began to square off over ideals of government and policy, a new war would develop that 

would engulf the United States for the next fifty years. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

The decisions made at Yalta and Potsdam had a tremendous effect not only on the time period, but would also impact the future.  Select any three 

decisions made at either/both Yalta and Potsdam, and explain how it effected the time period and the impact it would have on the future. 

KNOW 

 Marshall Plan, Truman Doctrine, Containment 

 Impact of Truman’s decision to drop Atomic Bomb 

 Reasons for and successfulness of U.S. Policies following WWII 

 Communism and it’s key components 

 Impact of the Chinese Civil War on U.S. and the World 

 Movements and Outcome of Korean War 

DO 

 Simulate a Press Conference with students playing the roles of Yalta 

conference members and members of the media. 

 Read about Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb.  Write a 

memo to Truman advising him on the use of the bomb. 

 Map and chart the troop movements for both sides during the Korean 

War. 

 In small groups, create propaganda posters for one of the early Cold 

War policies. 

 Write a newspaper article on the Fall of Seoul, South Korea to 

communist forces. 

 Write a letter to Eisenhower from Macarthur following his removal 

from Korea. 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 4 weeks    

UNIT # 2: Cold War: Arms Race             GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1C. 12    Analyze, synthesize, and integrate historical data, creating a product that supports and appropriately illustrates inferences and 

conclusions drawn from research. 

8.3A.12 Evaluate the role groups and individuals from the U.S. played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development of 

the world. 

8.3D.12 Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations in the U.S. have influenced the growth and 

development of the world. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 A Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific 

details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

CC.8.5.11-12 C Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, 

acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain 

CC.8.6.11-12 H Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.  

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 B Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or 

technical processes.  

CC.8.6.11-12 E Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

CC.8.6.11-12 G Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 

the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation.  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 4 weeks    

UNIT # 2: Cold War: Arms Race             GRADE: 11 and 12     

UNDERSTANDINGS 

John F. Kennedy will long be a president most remembered for what might have been, but his legacy is also marked by one of the most frightening 

events in American History.  The United States had never been so boldly and blatantly threatened by an outside power, and a nuclear holocaust was a 

very real possibility.  These fears and concerns quickly pushed the need for bigger and better weapons and the race into outer space. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
The early relationship formed with the revolutionary government in Cuba would set the tone for the next 50 years.  Choose any 3 actions taken by the 

United States government and complete all of the following: completely describe the reason for the action, explain the immediate result the action 

would have and create an alternate action that would have been preferable. If no action was preferable, explain why. 

KNOW 

 Impact of the Death of Stalin 

 Statistical and Demographic makeup of Cuba 

 Development of the Arms Race 

 Nuclear Attitudes 

 Legacy of John F. Kennedy 

 Importance of the Berlin Wall 

DO 

 Create a timeline documenting important events in the Space Race. 

 Plot the range capabilities of Soviet Missiles in Cuba. 

 Write a journal from inside the Kennedy Administration documenting 

the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 Watch television news reports from the Cuban Missile Crisis and 

compare to a news report from today. 

 Read the book “On the Beach” and prepare reader reflection journals 

 Use a computer to simulate bomb damage using different size 

weapons. 

 Prepare diary entries from both the east and west during the 

construction of the Berlin Wall 

 Design a movie trailer centered on the Bay of Pigs 

 Create a before and after chart for Cuba during this time period and 

in present day 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 3 weeks    

UNIT # 3: Vietnam               GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1B. 12    Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3A.12 Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.4A.12 Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world 

history. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 B Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas.  

CC.8.5.11-12 D Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term over the course of a text. 

CC.8.6.11-12 F Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence.  

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 C Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience.  

CC.8.6.11-12 E Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

CC.8.6.11-12 H Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 3 weeks    

UNIT # 3: Vietnam War              GRADE: 11 and 12     

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The Vietnam War will long continue to be a war that divided the country and left wounds that have not healed to his day.  As America’s involvement 

in the conflict deepened, policies and plans changed in the face of failures and the inability to secure a quick victory.  As years passed, the United 

States was forced to accept the reality that though the war was not lost, it also was not won. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
The United States involvement in Vietnam would see three different U.S. Presidents take office.  For each, complete all of the following: name the 

President and the period he served, list and describe 2 major policy decisions that were made under their administration, and evaluate the impact the 

president would have on the Vietnam War. 

KNOW 

 Philosophies of the communist forces in Vietnam 

 Relationship of the French in Vietnam and Indochina 

 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

 Key individuals of Vietnam War 

 Key battles of Vietnam War 

 Vietnamization 

 Fall of Saigon 

 

DO 

 Read selected stories from “Gunning for Ho,” written by a Vietnam 

veteran. 

 Write a story about a tunnel rat and the items he would have seen. 

 Create a PowerPoint/iMovie presentation on a battle or event from 

the period. 

 Have a Socratic Discussion on an editorial written during the time 

period. 

 View pictures on Self-Immolation and write a newspaper article in 

response. 

 Examine Johnson’s speech to Congress and the subsequent Gulf of 

Tonkin Resolution. 

  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 4 weeks    

UNIT # 4: Protest               GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1B. 12    Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3B.12 Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in U.S. history which are critical to world history. 

8.3C.12 Evaluate how continuity and change in U.S. history are interrelated with the world. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 A Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific 

details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

CC.8.5.11-12 F Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence.  

CC.8.6.11-12 H Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.  

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 C Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience.  

CC.8.6.11-12 G Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 

the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation.  

CC.8.6.11-12 I Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 4 weeks    

UNIT # 4: Protest               GRADE: 11 and 12     

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Beginning in the 1940’s and continuing well into the 1970’s, America was divided both politically and socially over very powerful and important 

issues.  With the Red Scare fresh on the minds of many, Americans forgot about the lessons learned on bigotry and hatred, and continued to impose 

restrictions and controls on the lives of African Americans throughout the South.  At the same time the Civil Rights movement was gaining strength, 

another movement was under way that would further split the American population. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
In the United States, beginning in the 1950’s, and well into the 1970’s, the U.S. bore witness to many changes.  Some of the changes were negative 

and others were most assuredly positive, but all would have a tremendous impact on those who lived through the time.  Choose one of the three areas 

from “The Wars at Home” and completely describe the three most important events and/or individuals in your opinion from the time period. 

KNOW 

 Leaders and individuals from the Red Scare 

 Styles, beliefs, and needs of the student movement 

 Styles, beliefs, and needs of the counter-culture 

 Impact and importance of Woodstock and Kent State 

 Motive and Goals of the American Indian Movement 

DO 

 Create a simulation in which some members of the class act as the 

Hollywood 10 and some as HUAC members. 

 Create political cartoons dealing with a specific idea of person from 

the Red Scare. 

 Create PowerPoint using music and pictures from time period. 

 Design government dossiers on individuals from time period 

 Develop surveys for those born before and after events from time 

period (Kent State and Woodstock) 

 View a documentary on Wounded Knee and write a movie critic 

review of the film 

 Create a statistical comparison of native Americans in the 1970’s and 

today 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present           TIME FRAME: 3 weeks    

UNIT # 5: Nixon to Carter             GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1B. 12    Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3A.12 Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3B.12 Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in U.S. history which are critical to world history. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 A Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific 

details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

CC.8.5.11-12 G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

CC.8.6.11-12 I Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, 

noting discrepancies among sources.  

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 E Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

CC.8.6.11-12 G Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 

the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation.  

CC.8.6.11-12 H Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 3 weeks    

UNIT # 5: Nixon to Carter               GRADE: 11 and 12     

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Beginning with his election in 1968, Richard Nixon presided over a politically divided and media craven culture that would see the end of the 

Vietnam War and the first resignation of an American president.  The climate created by Nixon would cast a pall over the men who would follow 

him into office, creating an entirely relationship between the president and the American people. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Using a commentary or editorial from Nixon’s resignation and a commentary or editorial following his death in 1994, explain how the nation’s view 

of Nixon has changed or evolved.  Next, explain your view of Nixon as an impartial viewer from a different time period, and how you see his legacy. 

KNOW 

 Richard Nixon 

 SALT 

 Détente 

 Election of 1972 

 Impact of the Watergate Scandal 

 Presidencies of Ford and Carter 

DO 

 Draw a political cartoon for the “Imperial Presidency” 

 Create a digital scrapbook for Richard Nixon and his beliefs/policies 

 Write a journal entry from the perspective of Chinese and American 

journalists following Nixon’s visit to China 

 “Live” blog the events and decisions from the SALT proceedings 

 Create an interactive map that reflects the results of the elections of 

1968 and 1972 

 View “Frost-Nixon” 

 Write an article on Watergate that quotes the Nixon tapes 

 Gather and display quotes from individuals following Nixon’s 

resignation comparing/contrasting their viewpoints 



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 2 weeks    

UNIT # 6: Cold War: Fall of Communism            GRADE: 11 and 12     

STANDARDS: 

Pennsylvania State Standards in History 

8.1B. 12    Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3A.12 Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

8.3B.12 Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in U.S. history which are critical to world history. 

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Reading in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.5.11-12 A Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific 

details to an understanding of the text as a whole.  

CC.8.5.11-12 G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 

as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.  

CC.8.6.11-12 I Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, 

noting discrepancies among sources.  

Pennsylvania Common Core Standards for Writing in History and Social Studies 

CC.8.6.11-12 E Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

CC.8.6.11-12 G Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess 

the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a 

standard format for citation.  

CC.8.6.11-12 H Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  



KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE: U.S. History: 1945 - Present            TIME FRAME: 2 weeks    

UNIT # 6: Cold War: Fall of Communism            GRADE: 11 and 12     

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

As the Cold War was drawing to a close, the tensions and possibilities that defined the period would not build to a climatic explosion, but would end 

with a fizzle.  Communism began to fall in countries around the world, and as it did, the Soviet Union stood by and let the countries it had sworn to 

protect go their own way.  While in the United States, though the Cold War was over, the U.S. could not avoid finding itself in foreign conflicts. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Choose one event from each of the three periods of the cold war that were covered during the semester and provide a detailed explanation of each.  

Next, rank the importance of all three in terms of their magnitude in the eventual outcome of the Cold War and our lives today. 

KNOW 

 Mikhail Gorbachev 

 Ronald Reagan  

 Perestroika, Glasnost,  Demokratizatsiia 

 Fall of the Berlin Wall 

 Impact of lingering tensions in former communist countries 

 Collapse of Communism in Europe 

DO 

 Create an interactive timeline that documents the events leading to 

the downfall of the Soviet Union. 

 Construct a memorial to the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

 Create a color coded map showing new countries and countries that 

lost territory during this period. 

 Create a PowerPoint or iMovie that documents the period using 

pictures and captions. 

 Create a poster showing words and definitions from the period. 

 Build a foldable that documents the fall of communism. 

 



 

ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: 
 

1) Develop a research paper: 

 write an appropriate introduction, body and conclusions 

 create a bibliography with 5 sources (only one encyclopedia) 

 utilize proper citations 

 use primary and secondary sources 

2) Write a thesis essay: 

 minimum five-paragraph position paper 

 developed from in-class sources and readings 

3) Develop / Create Maps 

4) Give an oral presentation: 

 acquire information that is correct and well organized 

 use visual aids (if deemed necessary) 

 stay within assigned timeframes 

 maintain good eye contact, posture, projection and enunciation 

5) Work effectively in cooperative learning groups: 

 ask questions of and share information with partner(s) 

 set and accomplish individual and group goals 

 set and complete apportioned tasks 

 support, assist, and encourage other group members 

 complete group project 

 maintain involvement in allotted time 

6) Take notes from oral presentations: 

 write down key ideas from the overhead and from critical listening 

 ask pertinent questions to facilitate understanding 

  7)  Read critically from a variety of sources utilizing the following skills: 

 comparing and contrasting 

 distinguishing fact from fiction 

 recognizing cause and effect 

 making and proving generalizations 

 drawing conclusions / making inferences 

 analyzing context clues for unfamiliar vocabulary 

8) Develop charts / outlines: 

 organize material for oral and written presentations 

 organize material from reading for study and test purposes 

 

 

 



 

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10)  Homework 

11)  Class discussion 

12)  Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

 Accurate information   

 Logical development   

 Proper format    

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.  Homework policies, specific assignment criteria, 

and test-taking policies will be established by the classroom teacher.   

        
Possible Videos: 

We Were Soldiers; Frost-Nixon; All the President’s Men 

 

 Clear presentation 

 Focused argument/theme 

 Neatness/Organization  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 

 
Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills 

necessary to make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that 

modifications to this planned course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

  

INSTRUCTION CONTENT 

- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 

- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 

- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 

 


